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Ing in close, they saw tents but no ship, and even then
Best was cautious. He feared some of the others had
been cast away and the natives had gotten hold of their
gear, *'using it for a policy, to bring them likewise within
their danger." Best resolves, if this turned out to be
the case, to recover the flag and tents, "or else lose their
lives altogether/' But at length it became clear to the
most doubtful that here was a gathering of Englishmen
on the shore, watching their approach with interest.
Well they might, for just as Best was afraid that the
men ashore, having lost their ship, might rush his pin-
nace in a panic to get away, so those on land feared that
Best's men were in extremity too, and as he naively puts
it, "for in that case every man is next himself."
These precautions were wise but unnecessary. Keep-
ing his frail craft offshore, Best hailed them after the
manner of the sea, "What cheer?" The answer came
back, "All's well," and thereupon there was "a sudden
and joyful outshoot, with great flinging up of caps and
a brave volley of shot to welcome one another."
Best describes this meeting with great animation. He
is amazed at the warmth of affection with which these
poor mariners welcomed each other after imagining all
sorts of dire disasters, "Yet, to be short," observes
Best, grandly, "as their dangers were great, so their
God was greater. Here" (he hastens to add) "the
company were working on new mines, which Captain
Yorke, being here arrived not long before, had found
out in this place, and it is named the Countess of Sussex
Mine."
Best at once set forth to see Frobisher at Countess
of Warwick Sound, for he was eager to have his own
ore tested. Much of his satisfaction, he says, "It was
supposed to be very good." A conference of the Ad-
miral's council was held on board the Aid to decide
on the plans for next year, which never came to pass.